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NORFOLK, VA., SEEN
AS SPYING TARGET

Sensitive Naval Complex Seen
as a Key Place for Foreign
Recruiting of Agents

-

By BEN A. FRANKLIN
Special to The New York Times

NORFOLK, Va., June 1 — Current

and former Federal intelligence agents
say the Tidewater area, home to_the

world’s largest and perhaps most
X, 18 & _Drnme
center of spy-recruiting efforts by for-

ig powers,
] aintaining security is, by all ac-

| counts, a constant burden, rooted in the
tbelief that almost anyone here among
|the 300,000 uniformed and civilian

Navy employees may be approached
by an agent from the Soviet bloc.
The campaign of security awareness
is conducted through posters, siogans
printed on paychecks, training films
shown behind guarded gates and re-
quirements for drawn window curtains
when the most highly classified materi-
als are opened, even on high floors.

taining the most secret data.

““It really goes against the tradition-
al, friendly American paranoia about
being paranoid,’’ said one retired coun-
terintelligence official.

Few Breaches Made Public

How frequently the system fails is
unknown. Federal investigators have
said the security efforts would be inten-
sified because of the recent arrests of
two Navy brothers from Norfolk, for-
mer Chief Warrant Officer John A.
Walker Jr., 47 years old, and Arthur J.

Walker, 50, a retired lieutenant com-

‘'mander, and John Walker’s son, Mi-

chael, 22, a seaman on the nuclear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier Nimitz in the
Mediterranean. The Nimitz’s home
port is Norfolk.

The Walker case is one of very few
purported security breaches in this
area ever made. public by actual ar-
rests; there has been only one known
Federal prosecution here for espionage
since World War II, in the case of a
sailor who sent a letter to the Soviet
Embassy offering to sell documents.
The letter was intercepted.

But other security breaches, actual

‘or potential, have been handled short of

public charges by dismissals of sus-
pected American participants and the
unpublicized recall of Soviet or Eastern
bloc agents, officials said.

Several officials of the Federal Bu-
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reau of Investigation said the bureau
had acquired useful double agents from
among the Russians’ ostensibly *‘suc-
cessful’’ American recruits.

‘Important Intelligence Target’

Only the Pentagon has higher pri-
ority for foreign espionage than the
Hampton Roads area, according to
Herbert D. Clough Jr., a retired, 29-
year veteran of F.B.l1. counterinteili-
gence assignments who was the bu-
reau’s agent-in-charge here from 1975
t<;f1978 and then headed its Los Angeles
oriice

“‘In Silicon Valley, elsewhere in Cali-

fornia, and in Boston and northern New
Jersey you have concentrations of de-

fense research and development
work,”” he said in a telephone inter-

Combination locks secure rooms con-

view. *“In Norfolk, there is the oppor-
tunity to look into actual applied weap-
onry, proven to be useful and effec-
tive.”” Mr. Clough is now a vice presi-
dent of a security consulting concern inj;
Los Angeles.

Phillip A. Parker, deputy director of l
the F.B.L. intelligence division in
Washington, a native of Chesapeake, a
Norfolk suburb, was quoted here re-
cently as saying, “‘From_ a military
point of view, Hampton Roads is the

most 1m%rtant intelligence target on.
t Coast

TE Tidewater area, the estuary of
the Chesapeake Bay and the James
River, has 10 military bases and some
300 private companies with some level
of security clearance to perform mili-
tary consulting and contracting. It is
home port to 108 ships of the United
States Atlantic fleet, including six of
the Navy’s 14 aircraft carriers, and
hundreds of Navy and Air Force air-
craft.

Travel Restrictions in Force
North across the bay, nuclear-pow-

ered carriers and submarines are
made at the Newport News Shipbuild-
ing and Drydock Company. Beyond the
shipyard are Langiey Air Force Base,
the headquarters of the Tactical Air
Command; the secret wind tunnel fa-
cilities of the National Aeronautical
and Space Administration, and, at Fort
Monroe, the headquarters of the Ar-
my’s Training and Doctrine Comm
In nearbv York County is¢TCa
%2? maaor training facili ﬁe
ntelligence Agen |
“"Eastern bloc people do 'not come |
here for the ‘kreb keks,’” or crab|
cakes, said an agent who asked not to
be identified.

Soviet citizens and diplomats ‘are
barred from visiting the Tidewater
area, though the State Department
does allow visits to nearby Williams-
burg. But no travel restrictions apply
to people from the Communist nations
the F.B.I. calls *““the Little Brothers’ —
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland,
Rumania and East Germany.

Mr. Clough said the bureau’s allega-
tion that John Walker, a private detec-
tive here since 1978, when he retired
after 21 years in the Navy, had-been
selling Navy secrets to the Russians for
15 to 18 years *indicates to me that he
was an extremely valuable asset to
them over a long time, and was prob-
ably very closely held by the Russians
to keep him from being dxscovered by
the ‘Little Brothers.’”’

“I would say the Russians consid-
ered him a very high-level recruit-
ment,”” Mr. Clough said. John Walker

. could have “‘a volunteer for money’* or

, could have been recruited by Soviet
agents, Mr. Clough said. ‘‘Recrui{ment
is basically a seduction process,. he

| said.

Mr. Clough said he regarded the
Walker case as unusual *‘to the poipt of
bizarre because so many people are in-
volved in it.”
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